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We have added several new tutorials to this site. Here is a roadmap to help you find out how to get started using the appliance based on your goals:




	Quick start (~30 minutes) – try out the appliance and familiarize with its basic functionality
	Deploy a small pool of your own (~1-2 hours) – run an independent Grid appliance pool in your own resources
	Deploy a local desktop Grid (hours/days) – run medium to large Linux Grid appliance pools (10s to 100s) for harvesting opportunistic cycles in Windows desktops
	Learn about the Hadoop map/reduce system (~1-2 hours)
	Learn about Condor (~1-2 hours)
	Learn about IPOP (~1-2 hours)
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	Choose a languageEnglish


Grid Appliance in a Nutshell
			The Grid Appliance is a self-configuring Virtual Machine appliance that is used to create ad-hoc pools of computer resources both within a local-area and across wide-area networks to execute high-throughput, long-running jobs.

Appliances are connected to each other through a peer-to-peer virtual network using private IP addresses called IPOP. Upon starting the appliance, it is automatically connected to a pool of resources and is capable of submitting and executing jobs using the Condor Grid scheduler. Follow the quick start guide shown in this page to start using the Grid appliance yourself.

The Grid appliance’s virtual network features decentralized NAT traversal over UDP, a decentralized DHCP service supporting multiple address spaces, and self-configuring Condor pools using a Distributed Hash Table (DHT). Currently, a public infrastructure for bootstrapping such pools is running on PlanetLab; deployments on private resource pools are also supported.
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